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NEWS RELEASE

@ . 1-69 Corridor
' Shreveport to 1-69 SIU 14 PROGRAM OFFICE
f &l Dorado 425 West Main Street, Homer, LA 71040
a HOTLINE: 1-877-886-9233
2 nS WEBSITE: http://www.i69arkla.com

December 6, 2005
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Contact: Christi Wilson 1-877-886-9233
[-69 SIU 14 Program Office
425 West Main Street, Homer, LA 71040

LDOTD, AHTD AND FHWA SELECT PREFERRED HIGHWAY ALIGN MENT
FOR INTERSTATE 69 SIU 14

The Louisiana Department of Transportation and gmeent (LDOTD), Arkansas Highway
and Transportation Department (AHTD) and Federal Highway AdministratisiVf&) have
selected revised Alternative 4 with Option 3 as freferred construction alternative for
Interstate 69 between Haughton, Louisiana, and El @oradkansas.

Economic development and the protection of Bayouwbeat and swamp lands were the issues
at the core of the decision. The US EnvironmeRtatection Agency, the US Fish and Wildlife
Service, and the Louisiana Department of Wildlifel &isheries all support the decision, citing
the difficulty in mitigating the impacts to recreat on Scenic Bayou Dorcheat that would result
from the other alternatives under consideration.

The decision to select revised Alternative 4 withi@pt3 was delayed for several months as
LDOTD officials coordinated with the Arkansas Highway and Transportation ribegat and
resource agencies. Alternatives under consideratiere presented in a Draft Environmental
Impact Statement report distributed for public agéncy comment in March 2005.

Although more than half of the 4,726 public comnsenot the Draft Environmental Impact
Statement for the project noted preference for Ad@ve 5, the 1,296 public comments
opposing Alternative 5 and its options cited keglppems related to the adverse recreation and
scenic effects to Bayou Dorcheat. The US Fish aidl¥g Service, the Louisiana Department
of Wildlife and Fisheries, and the US EPA providsuahilar opposition to Alternative 5 and its
options.

The Preferred Alternative uses a crossing of Bdyorcheat in a narrow area of swamp where
the Kansas City Southern Railroad crosses BayoeH2at, as well. Coordination with the US

Fish and Wildlife Service and Louisiana Departmehwildlife and Fisheries resulted in the

realignment of Alternative 4 with Option 3 at itsossing of Bayou Dorcheat to reduce the
acreage of swamplands impacted by the new briddétsuapproaches. This new alignment will
be further refined and presented in the Final Emmental Impact Statement for the project,
expected for public distribution in late 2006.

While Bayou Dorcheat is a Louisiana Scenic Streamughout the Louisiana region considered
for the new interstate alignment, only a small portiothefriver is navigable by recreation boats
through most of the year. The Preferred Alterraativoids this heavily used area, while the
other alternatives proposed for consideration travées®a.t

Most public and community officials’ comments following the May Public Hearnefject a
strong desire to have the new interstate locatedecto their communities, principally for



economic development. The Haughton, Louisiana ltd&ado, Arkansas section of 1-69
traverses a US Department of Housing and Urban IDpreent Rural Renewal Zone. The North
Louisiana Rural Renewal Zone includes all of ClaiteoParish and parts of Webster and other
parishes in Louisiana. The Preferred Alternativdoisated closer to the center of the North
Louisiana Rural Renewal Zone than other alternatwegposed, and it is located closest to
Minden, the largest population and employment gentéhe study area. Based on its proximity
to Minden and the anticipated type of retail andelmause/distribution development induced by
the new interstate, the Preferred Alternative isstdered to have good potential for economic
development and similar to other alternatives psepo Furthermore, it is located closer to the
proposed North Hills Lakes residential developmermtjects, supported by both Webster and
Claiborne Parishes.

Alternative 4 is located inside a 2-mile-wide cdai that was identified by the project team in
late 2003 as the second best corridor in termshefpotential for yielding the overall best
alternative for the project. Following the announeet of another corridor as the preferred
corridor in late 2003, several public petitions submitted that requested that the Alternative 4
corridor be reconsidered. Subsequent review byptiogect team led to the inclusion of this
corridor in the development of alternatives alongthwthe preferred or best corridor.
Alternatives were then developed in both corricespresented in the EIS distributed for public
comment in March 2005.

Both Alternative 4 with Option 3 and Alternativehave the same alignment in the Arkansas
portion of the project. Consequently, the onlyicedo be made for the Arkansas section of the
project was whether this alignment or an alignnweitih an optional Cornie Bayou swamp land

crossing (Option 2) should be preferred. Most cemis from Arkansas residents (82) note
preference for an alignment without Option 2. Saonhalignment reduces Cornie Bayou swamp
impacts and traverses less of the Cornie Bayoufitzon, when compared to Option 2. These
issues are key reasons that AHTD has chosen the Preferred Alternative without Option 2.
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September 8, 2006
%, I-69 Corridor
Shrovapart to
El Dornda
Subject: Interstate 6%, Section of Independent Utility No. 14
Junetion 1-20 near Haughton, LA to US 82 near El Dorado, AR
Route 1-69

Bossier, Claiborne, and Webster Parishes, Louisiana
Columbia and Union Counties, Arkansas

Dear Property Owner:

The Louwisiana Department of Transportation and Development (LalOTDY is in the process of condoctng field
work in the vicinity of the alignment of the Preferred Alternative of Secuion of Independent Utility (SIU) No. 14,
from El Dorado, Arkansas to Haughton, Louvisiana, A map of the Preferred Alternative is printed on the back of this
letier.

Tax Assessor records indicate that property you own is located in the vicinity planned for the Preferred Alternative
or in angther area that most be investigated outside of the highway comidor. The fact that project personnel may
need aceess to your property does not necessarily mean that the final 1-69 highway alignment will traverse
YOur property,

Field work began in April 2006 and is still on-going. The area of the project in the vicinity of your property will be
under investigation over the next several months.  Activities include topographic surveying, minor subsurface
archaeological surveying, and both wetland and biological species’ surveys. No mechanized construction equipment
will be required.  Teams will be cquipped with hand tools, and similar equipment.  Atlempis o make personal
contact with the property owner on-site will be made by the project team at each property prior to access.

The alignment of the Preferred Allernative is being revised at this ime and is subject w change. The refined
alignment and its effects will be documented in a Final Environmental Impact Statement that will be distributed For
public review in the winter of 2006/2007,

URS Corporation and their sub consultant are agents of LaDOTD and AHTD and include:

= Coyle Engineering Co., Ine. — Bossier City, Louisiana
= Garver Enpineers, Inc: — Litle Rock, Arkansas
*  Historic Preservation Association — Fayeneville, Arkansas
HNTB Corporution - Baton Eouge, Louisiana
& R, Christopher Goodwin & Associates, Inc, - New Orleans, Louisiana

This letter is to provide notice of planned field activities by LaDOTD and to provide an opportunity for you to
contact the project team with questions, objections or comments. Please contact Scott Hoffeld @ 304-837-6326 ext.
10841 or seot_hoffeld @ urscorp.com;

Sincerely,

Vol e
Noel Ardoin, P, E,
Environmental Engineer Administrator

Louisiana Department of
Transportation and Development
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1-69 SIU14 Preferred Alternative

Revision Summary
Public Meetings October 2 and 3, 2006

Slight eastward shift of alignment at Intersta®e28ier Parish to coordinate with SIU 15
terminus. (see Map ID No. 1 & 2)

Proposed modification of alignment in the legaatefdection of Goodwill and Fuller Roads in
Webster Parish to avoid community disruptioiseaeffiects. The revision would add .2 mi. to
overall alignment length, but may reduce wp#atdimid 3 residential impacts, and avoid 2
abandoned oil well sites. (see Map ID No.)4, 5, & 6

Slight northern shift of interchange at US 8@4tar Rarish to coincide with the realignment of
the Bayou Dorcheat crossing. (see Map ID No. 8)

Realignment of the Bayou Dorcheat crossingen Rdeisbt to reduce wetland impact. (see
Map ID No. 9, 10, 11 & 12)

Proposed overpass to be provided at Lorex ReedenRarish to provide residential access.
(see Map ID No. 13)

Proposed road closure of Dodson road in Webster Parish with fenitteddaosesidential
access. (see Map ID No. 19 & 20)

Proposed road closure of Mims and EvergreeRdaatsoiol Webster Parish with frontage road
added to the west side of the interstate toqamovébdivity to proposed interchange at LA 159
for community services and fire department.(see Map ID No. 21 & 22)

Proposed added interchange to be located anhl\Weliser Parish. This revision would be an
added access to the interstate for the ared kantken, and would likely affect 2 structures.
(see Map ID No. 23)

Proposed road closure of Flatlick Road in GRabemwith frontage road added to the east
side of the interstate, connecting Flatlick fReadteychange at LA 2, providing connectivity fo
community services and fire department. (se®lM&6)D

Proposed overpass to be provided at Spur LA&Bdrime Parish. (see Map ID No. 28)
Proposed road closure of Winn Bottom Roadrive ®aiigh with frontage road added to the
east side of the interstate to provide conrtectivity?2 for community services and fire
department. (see Map ID No. 36)

Proposed added interchange to be located aClafb@rime Parish would be an added access
to the interstate for the area west of Hayaredvwilleuld possibly affect 2 inhabited residential
structures and a pond. (see Map ID No. 37)

Proposed overpass to be provided at ColumbiR@&2alLia8y (see Map ID No. 51 )

Proposed overpass to be provided at ColumbiRd@2alihéy (see Map ID No. 58)

Proposed overpass to be provided at an unnamddmoadCounty. (see Map ID No. 64)
Proposed road closure of Hopewell Road in UrnjoriséeuMap ID No. 73)

Proposed overpass to be provided at ShuletURaad@ounty. (see Map ID No. 74)

Slight eastward shift of alignment at US 82 @dunty to coordinate with SIU 13 terminus.



900¢/€/TT

S yx4 14 6 | Sleol
X paweuun (5174
X Py PlRYIIO 98z pd usked | v
X Py [9deyd prem 52
X 808 V1 |cv
X paweuun v
X sTov1 for
X py Ja1usd 10 89Z Py Usked | 6€
X aueT auld 8¢
I py oofeBuoys [20A4N 5 Ke)
X wonog UuIm 95z pd usked | 9€ m..
X py Aloa| 8duaie|d Lpdusted |fse| 2
0 [ Z 9 |smeioL X py qqey e | ®
| z8 sn| 8L X P olnsanAd €e
X paweuun Ll X paweuun YA
X paweuun 9L X Py Jales 1€
X paweuun S. X ENELIESEN (3
X Py JBINUYS 0T 'py uoun| 2 X Py A8liom “a “d €0T Py usted | 62
X "pY (lomadoH €L X veginds | 8¢
X "pa uiydiy zL I vl |2
X paweuun I K= X Py I eld 10T pd usked | 9z
X paweuun [ m X paweuun [
X psweuun 69 | = X pY yebsid 8G¢Z P Usled | e
X paweuun 89 I 65T V1 |ec
X Py WwelL 19 X Py 1004dS usaIbIaAg 29z Py usked | zz
X Py waes 99 X Py SWIN €9z pd usked | 12
X paweuun 59 X py uosgoq 0z
X paweuun v9 X py uny anig vT pd usked |6t
X paweuun €9 X Py 1eayoioq 800€ V1 | 8T
X paweuun 29 X paweuun LT
X 58 "y eiqunjoo| 19 X paweuun als
X paweuun 09 X paweuun st | @
X paweuun 65 X pY 1aukey [ m
X 9T "py eiqunjod| 85 X py xa107 oTT pu ysied et | &
X paweuun 1S X paweuun T
X paweuun 95 X paweuun 1T
X paweuun P X paweuun ot
X paweuun =N K= X paweuun 6
X T pa elquniodf es | 5 | Tiesn | 8
X paweuun 2 m.. X pY paels 204 oTpdusked | 2
X €2 'py elqunod] 1§ X Py J8lind 8T Py usked | 9
X paweuun 0S X Py [IIMPO0D TTpdusied | s
X paweuun 61 X 8zav1 | v
X paweuun 8 X PY lI9M uosuyor e |lw
X paweuun Ly X ¢PY piauken z m
6. °s'n|ov X pawreuun T2
m — mn —
W 9 0 m. Anuu muO Anuu < W 9 0 m. Anuu muO Anuu <
m m W S o % o aweN peoy Auno) L mv m m W S o % o aweN peoy ysued L %
D= 2 |Bs=s nAu = peoy [e207] 10 ‘ajels ‘letopaS | 5 M D3 2 |Bs=s nAu = peoy [e207] lo ‘arers ‘ressped |5 | =
g5 $5|a5 z|2 g5 $5|a5 z|>
sniels adA] peoy sniels adA] peoy
SVYSNVYIHVY VNVISINOT

9002 ‘€ pue g 1890100 sbunsa a1jgnd

Alewwnsg uolisiney
aAlfeuls)y paLsjaid ¥T NIS 69-




