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NEWS RELEASE

I-69 SIU 14 PROGRAM OFFICE
425 West Main Street, Homer, LA 71040 

HOTLINE: 1-877-886-9233 
WEBSITE: http://www.i69arkla.com

December 6, 2005  
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Contact: Christi Wilson 1-877-886-9233 
I-69 SIU 14 Program Office 
425 West Main Street, Homer, LA 71040 

LDOTD, AHTD AND FHWA SELECT PREFERRED HIGHWAY ALIGN MENT  
FOR INTERSTATE 69 SIU 14 

The Louisiana Department of Transportation and Development (LDOTD), Arkansas Highway 
and Transportation Department (AHTD) and Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) have 
selected revised Alternative 4 with Option 3 as the preferred construction alternative for 
Interstate 69 between Haughton, Louisiana, and El Dorado, Arkansas.

Economic development and the protection of Bayou Dorcheat and swamp lands were the issues 
at the core of the decision.  The US Environmental Protection Agency, the US Fish and Wildlife 
Service, and the Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries all support the decision, citing 
the difficulty in mitigating the impacts to recreation on Scenic Bayou Dorcheat that would result 
from the other alternatives under consideration. 

The decision to select revised Alternative 4 with Option 3 was delayed for several months as 
LDOTD officials coordinated with the Arkansas Highway and Transportation Department and 
resource agencies.  Alternatives under consideration were presented in a Draft Environmental 
Impact Statement report distributed for public and agency comment in March 2005.

Although more than half of the 4,726 public comments on the Draft Environmental Impact 
Statement for the project noted preference for Alternative 5, the 1,296 public comments 
opposing Alternative 5 and its options cited key problems related to the adverse recreation and 
scenic effects to Bayou Dorcheat.  The US Fish and Wildlife Service, the Louisiana Department 
of Wildlife and Fisheries, and the US EPA provided similar opposition to Alternative 5 and its 
options.

The Preferred Alternative uses a crossing of Bayou Dorcheat in a narrow area of swamp where 
the Kansas City Southern Railroad crosses Bayou Dorcheat, as well.  Coordination with the US 
Fish and Wildlife Service and Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries resulted in the 
realignment of Alternative 4 with Option 3 at its crossing of Bayou Dorcheat to reduce the 
acreage of swamplands impacted by the new bridge and its approaches.  This new alignment will 
be further refined and presented in the Final Environmental Impact Statement for the project, 
expected for public distribution in late 2006.

While Bayou Dorcheat is a Louisiana Scenic Stream throughout the Louisiana region considered 
for the new interstate alignment, only a small portion of the river is navigable by recreation boats 
through most of the year.  The Preferred Alternative avoids this heavily used area, while the 
other alternatives proposed for consideration traverse them. 

Most public and community officials’ comments following the May Public Hearings reflect a 
strong desire to have the new interstate located close to their communities, principally for 



economic development.  The Haughton, Louisiana to El Dorado, Arkansas section of I-69 
traverses a US Department of Housing and Urban Development Rural Renewal Zone.  The North 
Louisiana Rural Renewal Zone includes all of Claiborne Parish and parts of Webster and other 
parishes in Louisiana. The Preferred Alternative is located closer to the center of the North 
Louisiana Rural Renewal Zone than other alternatives proposed, and it is located closest to 
Minden, the largest population and employment center in the study area.  Based on its proximity 
to Minden and the anticipated type of retail and warehouse/distribution development induced by 
the new interstate, the Preferred Alternative is considered to have good potential for economic 
development and similar to other alternatives proposed.  Furthermore, it is located closer to the 
proposed North Hills Lakes residential development projects, supported by both Webster and 
Claiborne Parishes. 

Alternative 4 is located inside a 2-mile-wide corridor that was identified by the project team in 
late 2003 as the second best corridor in terms of the potential for yielding the overall best 
alternative for the project.  Following the announcement of another corridor as the preferred 
corridor in late 2003, several public petitions were submitted that requested that the Alternative 4 
corridor be reconsidered. Subsequent review by the project team led to the inclusion of this 
corridor in the development of alternatives along with the preferred or best corridor.  
Alternatives were then developed in both corridors as presented in the EIS distributed for public 
comment in March 2005. 

Both Alternative 4 with Option 3 and Alternative 5 have the same alignment in the Arkansas 
portion of the project.  Consequently, the only choice to be made for the Arkansas section of the 
project was whether this alignment or an alignment with an optional Cornie Bayou swamp land 
crossing (Option 2) should be preferred.  Most comments from Arkansas residents (82) note 
preference for an alignment without Option 2.  Such an alignment reduces Cornie Bayou swamp 
impacts and traverses less of the Cornie Bayou floodplain, when compared to Option 2.  These 
issues are key reasons that AHTD has chosen the Preferred Alternative without Option 2.   

-###-













I-69 SIU14 Preferred Alternative

Revis ion Sum m ary 
Public Meetings October 2 and 3, 2006  

�x Slight eastward shift of alignment at Interstate-20 in Bossier Parish to coordinate with SIU 15 
terminus. (see Map ID No. 1 & 2) 

�x Proposed modification of alignment in the area of the intersection of Goodwill and Fuller Roads in 
Webster Parish to avoid community disruption, and noise effects.  The revision would add .2 mi. to 
overall alignment length, but may reduce wetland impact, avoid 3 residential impacts, and avoid 2 
abandoned oil well sites. (see Map ID No. 4, 5, & 6)

�x Slight northern shift of interchange at US 371 in Webster Parish to coincide with the realignment of 
the Bayou Dorcheat crossing. (see Map ID No. 8)

�x Realignment of the Bayou Dorcheat crossing in Webster Parish to reduce wetland impact. (see 
Map ID No. 9, 10, 11 & 12) 

�x Proposed overpass to be provided at Lorex Road in Webster Parish to provide residential access. 
(see Map ID No. 13)

�x Proposed road closure of Dodson road in Webster Parish with frontage road added for residential 
access. (see Map ID No. 19 & 20)

�x Proposed road closure of Mims and Evergreen School Roads in Webster Parish with frontage road 
added to the west side of the interstate to provide connectivity to proposed interchange at LA 159 
for community services and fire department.(see Map ID No. 21 & 22 )

�x Proposed added interchange to be located at LA 159 in Webster Parish. This revision would be an 
added access to the interstate for the area north of Minden, and would likely affect 2 structures. 
(see Map ID No. 23) 

�x Proposed road closure of Flatlick Road in Claiborne Parish with frontage road added to the east 
side of the interstate, connecting Flatlick Road to the interchange at LA 2, providing connectivity for 
community services and fire department. (see Map ID No. 26) 

�x Proposed overpass to be provided at Spur LA 534 in Claiborne Parish. (see Map ID No. 28) 
�x Proposed road closure of Winn Bottom Road in Claiborne Parish with frontage road added to the 

east side of the interstate to provide connectivity to LA 2 for community services and fire 
department. (see Map ID No. 36)

�x Proposed added interchange to be located at LA 2 in Claiborne Parish would be an added access 
to the interstate for the area west of Haynesville and would possibly affect 2 inhabited residential 
structures and a pond. (see Map ID No. 37) 

�x Proposed overpass to be provided at Columbia County Road 23. (see Map ID No. 51 ) 
�x Proposed overpass to be provided at Columbia County Road 16. (see Map ID No. 58) 
�x Proposed overpass to be provided at an unnamed road in Union County. (see Map ID No. 64) 
�x Proposed road closure of Hopewell Road in Union County. (see Map ID No. 73) 
�x Proposed overpass to be provided at Shuler Road in Union County. (see Map ID No. 74) 
�x Slight eastward shift of alignment at US 82 in Union County to coordinate with SIU 13 terminus.  
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